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Witnesses heard shooting begin at about 12:15 a.m. at the 
presidential residence of La Casona in eastern Caracas. 


A resident near the building reported seeing a ‘‘group of 
persons’’ storming the compound just after midnight. Automatic 
weapons fire and explosions were heard throughout the South 
American capital for the next 90 minutes. 


There were no immediate reports of casualties. 


In his address, Andres Perez asked the Venezuelan people to 
have confidence and faith in democracy. He called on all sectors 
of society, military and civilian, to support his government and 
remain caln. 
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